
PAW  meeting  minutes 
(Parent Association of Westwood) 

November 6th, 2017- Media Center-6:30-7:30 

PAW OFFICERS- Sherri Gallus (President), Sara Martini (Treasurer), 

Bethany Benning (Secretary) 

Members attending: 
Sherri G., Sara M., Mr. Branton, Jamie S., Andrea B., Rachel G., Miranda G., Rhiannon K., 

Derek B., Laura G., Amy J. 

Principal’s Report: 
The first two months have gone well and routines are coming along. In 2015 there was 
an initial school review. They talked about goal and visions as staff. This Oct. 10th there 
was a school review to see how the school is progressing with that original review. There 
were connections with licensed and non licenced staff, parents, and students to see what 
they thought. There was good feedback from parents, they thought student achievement 
was growing nicely, and that PAW was good to have at the school, but there needs to be 
more volunteers. We are going hoping to end the 1st trimester strong. 

For one of the conference nights PAW hosts a dinner for the staff. Ron Bauer’s insurance 
group offered dinner for the other conference night. A huge thank you to Ron for 
graciously offering. 

Mr. Branton was at the school board meeting on Oct. 26th to talk about Westwood story 
and data over the last year. There was good feedback from the board in terms of the 
good work we are doing with school community.  

At the Fall party over 300 people attended and the night went great. We filled 2 boxes of 
nonperishable foods to donate.  

The United Way will bring buckets for more nonperishable foods soon. 

Treasurer’s Report: 
Cherrydale sales so far are down from last year, but we haven’t gotten the online totals. 
Monday, November 13th the truck will come to drop off the orders. It will be put in the 
small gym to unload and sort, then parents need to pick up after school.  

The Culvers night brought in $200! PAW received 10% of sales for that night and this 
money went to Mrs. Rentz. She came to the PAW meeting in September asking for frisbee 
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golf nets and equipment. We decided this was a good way to raise money for it. 

At the Fall party when Cluvers came we made $309! We received 25% of sales for that 
night. 

The Scholastic book fair raised almost $3,000 in new books for the library! Dawn, the 
para in the library is working hard to get them out in the shelves. There are two more 
book fairs coming this year.  

Teacher’s Report: 
There was an ask from Mr. Tax to give money for a Robotics team at Westwood last 

month. We got some clarification about it from Mr. Branton. There is a Robotics coach 

Sara L. at North and she is willing to help Mr. Tax with getting a team started here. What 

is needed is the money up from for licensing and a robotic kit. Then when you host a 

meet the money gets paid back to you. Once you purchase a kit you don’t need to get 

another one until you for another group. You would need to purchase a license every 

year. The team would consist of 4-6 students. There is a lot of interest already with 

students and parents. This would be something to think about for next year because the 

deadline for this year is already past.  

There are 3 knowledge bowl teams this year. There is an academic activities push for this 

year. 

Upcoming Events: 
Prairie Fire Theatre is coming in January. This is a traveling theatre company that 
teaches 3-5th graders a play. Anyone that wants to participate can. They work on the 
play all week at Apollo for 4.5 hours after school. On the Friday they practice, and on that 
Saturday is the play. It typically is in the early afternoon at Apollo. There is a need for 
volunteers to sell tickets day of. We will look into having presales of the tickets so it’s not 
so packed day of.  

Thank you’s: 
All of the volunteers at the Fall party, Ron Bauer’s insurance company, parents and staff 

for attending meeting. 

Open Floor for discussion: 
There won't be a meeting December. There will be a meeting in January. There was 
discussion about needing childcare. The consensus was that we didn’t need it. 
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There was an ask to why the Walk-A-Thon and Cherrydale are back to back at the 
beginning of the school year. The answer was to get the money right away to use 
throughout the year. A lot of the money goes towards technology. They had done 
survey’s in the past to see what parents thought and they like doing both fundraisers 
then. There was a suggestions that the Cherrydale kickoff should be done. It is 30 
minutes of time taken away from academic learning and there is a lot of anxiety around 
this assembly with students. 

There was a suggestion about getting corporate sponsors for the Westwood t-shirts. PAW 
purchases the tshirts that the students receive for the Walk-A-Thon and instead of paying 
fully, maybe we can get some help. Getting 3-4 sponsors to pitch in $500 would be great. 
Let’s try to connect with parents at Westwood and use their connections. Also asking 
organizations to pitch in for field trip busing.  

Another suggestion was that PAW be intentional on sending information to parents 
about the fundraisers as early as they can. 

They is a Coin War that brings in money for PAW. There was talk about having a plant 
sale in the Spring.  

There was talk about selling Westwood gear to parents and students. This is going to be 
discussed more.  

As of now there are buttons on sale for $1 on Mondays. This gives you a chance to win if 
the number on the back of the button gets called during the PBIS assembly. You win 
things like being first in line, lunch with the principal, and Westwood swag.   

Getting some more family events. SOmething like Special person day or breakfast and 
books in February. Where before school starts you can bring your special person in for a 
while and share the morning together.   

There was talk about getting some fun new things for the Spring party like cotton candy, 
Kona ice, and Mr. Twisty. More discussion on that.   

Meeting Adjourned  
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